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Cameras andreporting’ ﬁ
suspicious activity to police
help make West St. Paul safer

st St. Paul Mayor and Council are working to keep the
municipality’s residents safe in many ways, and the installation
of five new security cameras is among the latest efforts.
Mayor Peter Truijen says the cameras were installed in areas where

crime had spiked, and the success of the first three in reducing crime
prompted coundil to add five more.

"We were pleasantly surprised with the results of the cameras, Truijen
said.

at Lister Rapids Drive,
Rivercrest at Allenford Drive
and Riverdale at Riverglen
Crescent.

Ward 4 Coun. Dorothy
Kleiber says the cameras
don't record residents’
homes but record people
entering and exiting
the area, either on
foot or by vehicle.
The locations were
chosen because of
anincrease in crime
in the area. Crimes
could be garage or

“The cameras are just one tool in helping to reduce crime, and they work
in conjunction with private citizen's security cameras and our Citizens

on Patrol Program team and the RCMP It's a team effort and we're
continuing to work to make West St. Paul safer”

Cameras are located at Legend
Estates at Pipeline Road, River Edge
atWard Way and the Trails of West St.
Paul at River Trail Drive. New cameras
will be installed at the entrance of
River Springs Drive, River Springs
Grove at Masters Avenue, Lister Rapids

Continued
onpage 2

Council has approved five more security
cameras throughout the RM, after the initial
three proved to reduce crime. Left to right,
Coun. Giorgio Busceti, Mayor Peter Truijen,
Couns. Dorothy Kleiber, Mike Pagtakhan and
Peter Campbell and dog Boost.
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Cameras and reporting suspicious activity to police
help make West St. Paul safer
Continued from page1

car break-ins, drunk and disorderly, or damage
to public property, to name a few.

“If any crime has taken place, then we look at
the cameras to see who the suspect could be
and report to the RCMP, This is also matched
with the resident’s own personal security
cameras, Kleiber said.

‘It has really helped out the
RCMP and we had a few arrests

“We hope
that the

that information can be digested in actual
criminal intelligence that will draw resources
to where they're needed to resolve a series of
residential break-ins or things like that where
they're not necessarily solved individually,
they're solved by a collection of occurrences
happening; Lamber said.

"We're able to pull needed bits of information
to connect one residential B&E to another

residential B&E to another residential B&E that
happened within a fairly confined
geographical area. There could be
additional investigational avenues

this summer due to security that wouldn't present themselves
camera presence:’ presence onan individual case that would
Kleiber says peoplestilneedto ~ OF cameras  presentthemselves based on
report suspicious activities and Wi " d eter apalygs of ;everal res@entlal Ei&Es.
criminal activity to the RCMP crime an d It's almost like @ mosaic effect’

"We hope that the presence . Even if your garage or car was

of camepras will detepr crime If rIOt, entered and nothing was taken,
andifnot thenwehavesome  then we Lambert says it's important to report
evidence for the RCMP' have some that to the RCMP

RCMP Insp. Chris Lambert says evidence “Even if there’s no loss, that report

public involvement in making
communities safer is crucial.

And oftentimes, something that
seems small and insignificant is
what cracks the case.

‘I know that from my experience in doing a
variety of different types of investigations, both
large and small, that a lot of times those files are
successful simply because of the..insertion of
what would appear to be innocuous or useless
information. Something where somebody
was spotted in a particular vehicle, and that
allows us to draw links between relatively minor
incidents and much more significant crimes
elsewhere in the community because, say a
similar person or a person with similar clothing
or a similar vehicle was spotted nearby,
Lambert said.

“What the general public would see as
something that would be just simply a
nuisance to the police would actually be that
crucial link between a much more significant
event. And identifying a suspect”

Reporting suspicious activity in a
neighbourhood can help police identify
patterns and deploy resources effectively,
Lambert says. If people report actual crimes
along with little things that just don't seem
right, a“cluster of similar incidents’can emerge
for police.

“Part of it is the cumulative effect of
occurrences in a particular geographical area..

for the
RCMP”

- Couns. Dorothy Kleiber,
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of a suspicious person in your
neighbourhood may allow us to
solve the break-in of a home, of one
of your neighbours, he said.

Simple things, like locking your
home and garage and your car doors help
stop theft. And don't leave keys in your car or
valuables visible.

“The vast majority of vehicle thefts we seein
our detachment area are a result of people
leaving their keys in their vehicle, Lambert said.

He said criminals want to avoid attention and
take the easiest way to a successful getaway, so
alocked door without keys inside the vehicle -
or any of the common key-hiding spots like the
visor, under the mat, in the wheel well or in the
gas cap area —makes your vehicle less inviting.

"(Criminals) go around and pull door handles
because that's relatively low risk, a lot of times
you can do it without setting off an alarm, and
if they can getinto the vehicle, they can see
what's what, so the secret hiding place for your
keys is not the best kept secret, Lambert says.

If your car door is locked, the would-be thief is
more likely to move onto the next car rather
than cause a scene by smashing a window.

"The level of risk involved in breaking a window
is much higher to the person doing that,
because it makes a noise. Often a locked door
means the difference in whether or not they
proceed with your vehicle of move onto to
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somebody elses!’ e

West St. Paul COPP
Volunteers “Looking |
outforyou”

‘ommunication is key. If you
experience or hear about any
riminal activity, please report

it to the RCMP and also share the
information with the WSP COPP team
and your neighbours. Even small incidents can
make a big difference when we connect the
dots. When residents report an incident, our
team follows up to gather details such as the
date, time, and what occurred.

This information is then shared with COPP
teams in South St. Andrews and East St. Paul
SO We can increase patrols in areas of concern.
The RCMP also review these reports and will
increase their presence where needed.

OurWest St. Paul Citizens on Patrol Program
(COPP) continues to grow — and we couldn't
be prouder! We now have 54 dedicated
volunteers patrolling our community. So far
this year, they've logged over 11,500 kilometres
on patrol and contributed more than 1,500
volunteer hours to keeping our RM safe.

Fach COPP member receives both in-house
and on-the-road training to ensure they're
well prepared. Our RCMP liaison also provides

Fire

Department

Open
Hglelse fun,

lest St. Paul Fire Department
held its annual open house
in September, and as usual, it

was a learning experience and a fun
time for everyone.

Firefighters were on hand barbecuing
and giving demonstrations, including
vehicle extraction and touring kids
through the smoke trailer.

Thanks to everyone who came out
and showed support for West St. Paul’s
valued firefighters! e oo
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ongoing updates and information on what to
watch forin our area.

While our volunteers play an important role,
the most effective way to prevent crime is for
all residents to take simple, proactive steps to
protect themselves and their property. The
COPP team regularly shares helpful safety
tips and reminders through the West St. Paul
Newsletter and the RMs email “Blasts”

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE WEST ST. PAUL
A SAFER PLACETO LIVE.

Ifyou have information to share or are
interested in joining our team, please
reach out— wed love to hear from you!

X info@wspcopp.com

3 WSP Citizens on Patrol (COPP) Community
Awareness Group

Tojoin, send a friend request to “WSP COPP’

“Protect yourself, family & your property by taking

the necessary preventable measures.”®
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West St. Paul, GSHomes

partner for safety

e RM of West St. Paul has partnered with local home builders GS Homes on the

‘ Collaboration for Public Safety campaign.

Free 18 inch x 22.5-inch lawn signs are available for pick up from either the RM Office,

3550 Main Street or GS Homes, Unit 5 — 943
Kapelus Drive.

There are two different versions of the signs,

which remind motorists to slow down and keep
the streets of West St. Paul safe for children, and

everyone else.

One sign says Please Slow Down For Safety’and
includes a silhouette of two children running, and
the other says'Whoa! Slow Down, Drive Like Your

Kids Live Here!

The idea was spurred on by an email from
resident Mike Schnerch, who asked if the RM
would be willing to provide signs.

He noted some people have signs, provided by
other entities, but thought specific West St. Paul

signs would be a nice touch.

“We all know that speeding is a problem in
our RM and | think the signs are a reasonably

inexpensive way to remind drivers to slow down;

Schnerch said. e

WHOA!

SLOW DOWN
Drive like 9@' &

our kids
ive here.




Ryder B.
dropped off a
big bag of drink
can tabs at the
Access Centre.

Tiny tabs, bigimpact!
WSP collecting for
wheelchair

shly Reyes, Recreation Director, and
her team are collecting drink can

tabs for the Tabs for Wheelchairs
program that sells the tabs for scrap
metal and uses the money to purchase
wheelchairs for those in need.

Reyes said becoming a drop-off site for the
program is important for several reasons.

“West St. Paul is committed to being a more
accessible and inclusive community and by
collecting the tabs we're doing our part to
work towards that; Reyes said.

"We're encouraging people to drop off their
collection of tabs and together we can make
a difference and help provide a wheelchair
for a Manitoban. It's a worthwhile cause”

The Access Centre, West St. Paul’s Recreation
Site, hosted two accessible and inclusive
sporting events recently — the Challenger
Ball Tournament for wheelchair players and
the Manitoba Deaf Sports Association Ball
Tournament.

People have been enthusiastic about having
a collection site close to home, and Ryder B.
did his part by bringing in a big bag of tabs!
Thanks Ryder!

Tabs forWheelchairs started in 1998, It

now has more than 100 schools, about

200 businesses and community groups

and hundreds of individuals participating.
Millions of tabs are collected to purchase one
wheelchair.

Left to right, front row: Darrin Luke (Manitoba
Possible), Melody Ann Bodnarchuk.

Back Row: Coun. Giorgio Busceti (Vice-Chair),
Coun. Mike Pagtakhan (Chair), Albert Drohomerski,
Cheryl Rafjur, Norma Alberg, Sapna Shetty-Hees
(Secretary).

First Accessibility Open
House astepintheright
direction

lest St. Paul held its first
Accessibility Open House in
September with the aim of

educating the public on what the RM

is doing to make the municipality more
accessible and learn what the public wants
as far as accessibility goes.

Accessibility Committee Chair, Mike
Pagtakhan, says continuing work to
improve accessibility and make the RM
accessible for all is important and the open
house was a milestone for the committee.

“We recognize that building awareness

and participation takes time, and we're
committed to continuing this momentum),’
Pagtakhan said after the open house.

“Plans are already underway to host
another public event next year, an
Accessibility and Wellness event with

the goal of reaching more residents and
deepening our community’s involvement
in accessibility initiatives!

Though attendance was low, committee
members were able to share information
on their work, get feedback from those in
attendance, and hear their ideas.

"It was a positive first step, and we're
encourage by the interest and
engagement it generated”
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West St. Paul
resident Sam
Gibb holding
Eddie, who was
aPenny rescue
and now lives
with his Golden
sisters, Bailey
and Morgan.

West St.Paul’s
Penny’s Rescue
hasrehomed
almost 2,000
dogsin10years

t's been 10 years since West St. Paul's Penny
Teron started Penny’s All Breed Animal Rescue,
and in that time Teron and her team have
rehomed almost 2,000 dogs, rescued from all
around the province.

ForTeron, her love of animals was the driving
force behind starting the rescue.

“(It's) the animals and their innocence’’she said.

“They need our protection, advocacy, love and
acceptance for being brought into a world due
to human failures!

It's tough work, and not

for the faint of heart. Social
media is full of wonderful
stories of pets being

rescued and the happy
endings are wonderful,

but the reality of rescue
often reveals the cruelty that
humans can inflict on the
innocent.

“These poor souls come
from all kinds of situations.
We have some rural
communities where either
the need to feed their

kids over their pet s a real
issue so that the animal is
turned out to the woods,
to hoarder conditions
which are filthy and full

of disease and neglect, to unwanted litters of pups where there is
emotional blackmail put to us -if you don't take them, we will drown
them'etcetera, to surrenders of animals where the pet is too much
work and needs to go, Teron said.

"We have had animals pulled out of drug dens and were obviously
abused and neglected. We have rushed pups straight off the plane
at Perimeter Air to the vet to try and save their lives. There is a (photo)
of Frankie. ... his eyes are like that because he was tortured as a pup.
But he is an amazing boy who did not let the human cruelty taint his
beautiful, loving personality”

For Teron, saving the animals makes it all worthwhile,

"The best feeling in the world is helping save a sick animal from being
on the brink of death and finding their people;'she said.

“Itis incredibly challenging sometimes in finding their furever home,
but they are out there somewhere — we just need to find them”
Rescuing animals and rehoming them is challenging enough, but
sois fundraising and keeping the rescue in the public’s mind. Penny’s
All Bread Rescue was at West St. Paul’s Giant Pumpkin Contest in
September with some pups, and Teron said it was a great success.
“The Pumpkin Fest was amazing! The energy in the air was spirit lifting
for myself and our team, she said.

"We have had a rough go of it with very little interest in adoption and

foster applications for the last several months. This event was a kick start

toa very busy couple of weeks with so much interest in the two litters
of puppies we had in care’

And that interest started at the event, when the winner of the 50/50
fundraiser for Penny’s donated her share back to the rescue, and took
her support one step further.

“Krista and her family started fostering one of the pups from the event,
Toscana, who has found her furever home and now graciously started
fostering Pony as of yesterday. They are a lovely family who we would
not have met if it wasn't for the Pumpkin Fest!”

Teron says there is a dire situation in Manitoba with the over
population of dogs and cats. All rescues are over capacity, drowning in
debt and exhausted.

If you can help in anyway, including fostering animals, contact Teron at:
pennysalloreedanimalrescue@gmail.com.

Teron and her team
have seen dogs go from
the worst of the worst

where they thrive.

Frankie’s eyes were
damagedduting abuse
as a pup, but he’s safe
and happy now.

ﬁ.

conditions to loving homes

See avehicle with® e
redorredandwhiteé™
flashinglights?it'sa

firefighter, pleaseyield

Th RM of West St. Paul would like to remind residents that
our paid-on-call firefighters often respond to emergencies
by driving their personal vehicles to the fire hall with
flashing red or red and white lights. These lights indicate that they
are enroute to a call and are requesting the right of way.

Yielding to these vehicles allows the firefighters to get to the hall
faster, and in emergency situations, every second counts.

While these members are granted limited exemptions under
the Highway Traffic Act — including modest allowances for
exceeding the speed limit and proceeding through controlled
intersections when it is safe — they are still required to operate
their vehicles responsibly.

The West St. Paul Fire Department has 39 paid-on-call firefighters
who respond to a wide variety of emergencies, from structural
and grass fires to medical calls. When a call comes in, they use
their own vehicles to get to the fire hall. The flashing red or red
and white lights are to make other motorists aware that they are
responding to an emergency.

As a courtesy and in support of our emergency response efforts,
if you see a vehicle with these lights activated, and it is safe

to do so, please yield to the right to allow them to pass. Your
cooperation helps our firefighters respond more quickly and
safely to protect lives and property in our community.

The RM of West St. Paul is a growing community, and firefighters
are responding to more calls year over year. In 2024, members
responded to 364 calls and in 2025, there has been a 30 per cent
increase in calls over the same time period last year.

The RM asks that you be on the lookout for personal vehicles
with flashing lights, and please yield to the right. eee
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st St. Paul's second annual Giant
Pumpkin Contest was a smashing
SUCCess.

Approximately 1,000 people came out Sept.
27 tothe Access Centre to check out the
pumpkins, but also to participate in all the
activities of the day.

Ashly Reyes, Recreation Director, says the

event was"beyond successful’and featured

a pumpkin-packed photo booth, pumpkin
decorating station, inflatable slide, face painting,
a petting zoo and more.

The Burger Place on Main was on site keeping
everyone well fed and there were free line
dancing lessons and demonstrations with
Tiffany & Curtis. Mini Donuts and Cotton Candy
by MJ Party Plus were there to satisfy the sweet
tooth folks in the crowd.

Lavallee Pumpkin Farm donated pumpkins for
thle photo booth and also had pumpkins for
sale.

Coun. Mike Pagtakhan started the contest last
year and was thrilled with the growth — of the
pumpkins and the event - in just one year.

‘I was pleasantly surprised and truly delighted
by the fantastic turnout of residents who came
out to enjoy the festivities, Pagtakhan said.

“It was a beautiful autumin day, with the sun
shining and temperatures hovering around

a perfect 22 to 23 degrees—ideal fora
community celebration. Events like these bring
our community together, showcase local talent,
and create lasting memories”

Couns. Dorothy Kleiber and Peter Campbell
also took part in the festivities, with Kleiber
joining in on the line dancing and Campbell
acting as a judge in the pie contest. CAO Jeff
Simpson tookin the day as well.

Penny’s all Breed Rescue was on hand, with
puppies available for adoption,and a 50/50
draw raised $200 for the West St. Paul-based
rescue. But the draw turned out to be a double
win for Penny’s, as the winner of the draw
donated her half back to the rescue, for a total
of $400.Then, the lucky winner adopted a
puppy!

Contest winners

Giant Pumpkin

1st place - 130 Ibs - Trent & Cara Lavallee
2nd place- 127 lbs - Andriana Nietrzeba
3rd place - 101 Ibs - Fred Goertzen
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Honorable Mentions
61lbs - Sera Busceti
49 |bs - Janna Holowick

Sunflower
Tst- 109 inches - Mia Ryman
2nd - 88 inches - Fred Goertzen

Zucchini
1st -7 lbs - Alina Herrick
2nd -5 lbs - Everly Barrette

Pumpkin Pie
1st place - Janine Hapichuk
2nd place - Katherine Zulkoski

Apple Pie
1st place -Tara Smith

West St. Paul|[8» | El T g0 2\ Stravel

toMexicoforinc

—including five from West St. Paul -

had the trip of a lifetime this summer
when they travelled to Mexico to play in
a tournament and learn from some of the
best in the sport.

Mario Castro and Cristian Sanchez run UDM,
which holds soccer camps at Access Centre,
and say the 12-day trip exposed the U-13
players to top notch tournament play and to a
culture that holds soccer close to its heart.

Fifteen UDM Soccer School students

"It was very, very exciting; Castro said.

"We selected the players from our House
League Summer Program and we participated
in the Chivas Guadalajara annual tournament.
Chivas is a professional soccer club that is one
of the biggest clubs in Mexico and it’s well
known around the world. Their youth program
is one of the best in the country of Mexico..we
gained a lot from being there and seeing the
high caliber of youth soccer in Mexico”

The UDM team

did wellin the
tournament, narrowly
missing out on the
semi-finals by a
two-goal differential.
Castro said he was
proud of the team.

"l was happy for
them, they got to
experience playing shoulder to shoulder with
high calibre youth players that | have no doubt

There were also playing at altitude — 2,000
metres above sea level — and Castro was glad
they got the chance to play a friendly game
before the tournament started to acclimatize.

From Guadalajara they moved onto Mexico
City and the Pumas Professional Soccer Club
and witnessed some
of the best soccer
he's ever seen.

‘It was high calibre,
probably the best
soccer I've ever
experienced. For our
boys, our Winnipeg
and West St. Paul kids,
it was definitely a
unique experience to see the highest level, the
highest calibre at this age category, he said.

“We also watched the U-17 team that trained
there and the day after we went to watch the
professional team at stadium with 30,000 fans
_ watching the game.

~ | Thatwasavery special

experience’

& Sanchezwasthe
connection that got the
group down to Mexico.
Aformer professional

% soccer player, he played
™ with Pumasfor 10 years.

The group travelled to
the city of Pachuca, home to the World Soccer
Museum and the Hall of Fame.

some of these kids in a few years will be playing ~ They watched a third professional game,

at the professional level he said.

between Club America and Queretaro at the
Akron Stadium, where World Cup games will

o

redible experience

be held next year when Canada, USAand
Mexico host.

"UDM was there! Castro said.
"West St. Paul kids were there”

Parents were on the trip as well, and Castro says
it was good to see the dedication the Mexican
people have to the sport. During
the game in Mexico City there
was a tropical storm, but the
game continued and the fans
stayed.

“They experienced (the culture)
by watching, by playing, by
feeling the passion and the
culture of watching 30,000
people in the stadium, probably at least half of
them singing and chanting throughout the
entire game. It's something that we're not used
to, that atmosphere] Castro said.

“Our Blue Bombers are great, and we've got the
loudest fans, but the fans in that soccer stadium
Centre and will launch its mini -
four-years-old. There
information visit
. trip to Mexico
Elias Lawson

was something else”
program there this fall. It's UDM's
training programs .
udmsoccerca or ' ‘
- Levi Sirdar,
and Andru

Back on Canadian soil, UDM hosted its house
league for players from U-6 to U-17 at Access
first developmental program
for kids as young as
players as well.
For more
weststpaul.ca/
recreation
F;;le West St.

| Paul made the

- Leonel Aguero,
Amir Azizi,
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https://weststpaul.com/p/west-st-paul-youth-sports
https://udmsoccer.ca/

fyou live in Rivers Edge, you might already
be aware of two young entrepreneurs
who this past summer started their own
business in pursuit of Canada's favourite
pastime — hockey.

Liam Napier, 10, and Taio Miller, 11, launched
Bar Down Bros Bin Cleaning Service in
Rivers Edge, with the hopes of helping the
community and raising enough money to
buy new hockey sticks.

Their moms, Kristin Napier and Melina
Miller, drove the boys to their customers,
and couldn't be prouder of their sons. And
they're happy to report the boys made
enough for new hockey sticks and learned
valuable skills while washing and drying the
neighbourhood’s garbage and recycling
bins.

"They both worked so hard this summer,
the moms wrote in an email.

“What started as a simple idea turned into
an inspiring project. They not only reached
their goal, but along the way learned
valuable life lessons about commitment,
customer service, perseverance, and

the satisfaction of earning something
themselves. We watched them take pride
in their work, treat it seriously, and show up
consistently even on the hot days!’

The Bar Down Bros have closed up shop for
the season, but they're busy in school and
of course, keeping their sticks on the ice.
They're planning to return next year to keep
Rivers Edge bins clean once again.

Congratulations Liam and Taio!
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Bar Down Bros
keptRivers Edge
ggrba e, recycling
inscleanall

summer

Taio, left, and Liam, show off the results
of their hard work.

The RMhas

purchaseda
nhew loader

that will
be used
during snow
clearingand

Allegations against
West St. Paul
‘unsubstantiated’

n Auditor General Investigation
AReport released this summer found

that allegations against the RM of
West St. Paul related to an equipment
rental tender and public works building
tender were unsubstantiated and there
was no evidence that either tender was
conducted inappropriately.

The report was initiated following a
request from the Minister of Finance
under Section 16 of The Auditor General
Act, prompted by a cybersecurity
incident involving the Municipality of
Westlake-Gladstone. The Auditor General

also examined allegations against six
other municipalities, including the RM of
West St. Paul.

The allegations investigated by the
Auditor General regarding the RM of
West St. Paul were:

1. The 2022/23 equipment rental tender
was not done in accordance with the
Rural Municipality of West St Paul's
purchasing policies.

2. The Public Works Building was not
tendered in accordance with required
tendering practices.

The full Auditor General Manitoba

Independent Report can be viewed here:

www.oag.mb.ca/ files/ugd/1f1746
dfafce34bb3048f995dac2507d7246fb.

pdf

MLA JD Devgan

Community Spirit Shines
this Summerin McPhillips

tournaments, summer brings out the

best of what McPhillips has to offer! As the
season wraps up, | hope to pause and reflect
on the memories | have
made in our wonderful
community!

The Ukrainian
Independence Day
Celebrations at the
West St. Paul Access
Centre are a standout
each summer! Through
music, dancing and
wonderful food, these
celebrations allow

us in the McPhillips
constituency to show
support for Ukraine.

InJuly, | attended a
tour of Aurora Schod,
one of the three schools currently under
construction in McPhillips! Educationis a
priority for our government, and I'm thrilled to
continue building a bright future for the next
generation of leaders in Manitoba!

Taking advantage of the warm weather

in Manitoba is a highlight each yearin
McPhillips! This summer, | was excited to
spend some time outside while attending
two community-led sports tournaments,
hosted by the ChardiKala Sports Club West
St. Paul and the West St. Paul United Sports
Club. From volleyball and kabaddi to singing
and dancing, these tournaments provide an
opportunity to participate at any age!

Atrue gem inWest St. Paul is the Winnipeg
National Bank Challenger Tennis Tournament
—aweek of world-class competition right in
our own backyard! | was honoured to attend
and take part in the coin toss for a match.

From barbeques to lively sports

lest St. Paul has invested just over
$1.4 million into road work this year
including asphalt reconstruction

and spot repairs

Willis and Seiler Roads both received asphalt
reconstruction.

Asphalt spot repairs are completed on Holland,
Jackman, Minic, Biar, Northumberland and
Norham Roads and River Springs Drive.
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This tournament not only brings top-tier
athletes to our community but also inspires
local youth. Many have the chance to get
involved as ball kids, connect with the players,
and even receive
some one-on-one tips
during fun matches.
Ahugethankyou to
Mark Arndt and his
team for all the hard
work they do to put
on such anincredible
event.Whatan
incredible way to grow
the love of tennis close
to home!

At the start of
September, | had the
pleasure of attending
awonderful tennis
tournament at
Garden City Collegiate.
Organized by the Winnipeg North Sports
Group, the event was a fantastic way to
celebrate the newly renovated tennis courts
while enjoying the last rays of summer
sunshine. | was even lucky enough to receive
a tennis lesson from Edgar! It was inspiring to
see people of all ages come together in such
awarm and welcoming atmosphere, and
even more rewarding to witness how the
provincial government’s investment in the
courts is being put to such meaningful use.

As always, a large highlight of my summer
was talking to all of you! Whether through my
coffee meet and greet or at your front door,
itis always a priority for me to make time to
listen to your concerns.

If you have any suggestions or concerns,
please reach out at 431-323-6014 or
jd.devgan@yourmanitoba.ca.

Concrete spot repairs are completed on Cali
Place, Caravelle Lane, Dacombe Place, Diane
Drive, Lister Rapids and River Elm Drives,
Riverglen and Sandhill Crescents and Vandal
Street.

The Access Centre parking lot received

new asphalt pavement and repairs were

done on Cowley Street and spot repairs on
Rossmore Avenue. Asphalt speed bumps were
constructed on Parkview Pointe Drive.
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https://www.oag.mb.ca/audit-reports
mailto:jd.devgan@youmanitoba.ca

Summercampawrap,
In-service camps up next

0 nother summer camp is complete at the Access Centre and it's safe to say it was a hit!

The eight-week day camp was full, and kids loved the returning activities as well as the
ew ones added just this summer.

Sixty kids attended camp and were treated to fun, fun and more fun. They did crafts every day
and played games and were excited when special activities came to the Access Centre.

Bricks for Kidss, Sleepy the Clown and Mad Science Manitoba were just some of the new
experiences for the young campers.

There will be in-service day campps at the Access Centre throughout the school year. The next
in-service is Friday, Nov. 21 followed by Tuesday, Dec. 2. Camp drop-off time is 7:45am and
campers must be picked up by 5pm. Camps are open to kids aged 5-11. Visit weststpaul.com
under the Recreation tab for more information.

Did you
Know?

West St. Paul
hasaHandi-
Vanservice!

e RM of West St. Paul has a Handi-
Van service for its residents who have
mobility impairment or are legally blind.

The service is provided in co-operation with
Wheelchair Service of Manitoba Inc.

The service is available to individuals with
mobility disadvantages, permanent or
temporary, as well as seniors over the age of
65 years.

The service is a shared ride, door-to-door,
that operates within West St. Paul and the
City of Winnipeg. Drivers of the service assist
passengers from the ground floor doorway
to the Handi-Van and to the ground floor
doorway of their destination.

Application forms are available at the
Municipal Office or online at weststpaul.com

Applications will be reviewed to ensure
the applicant meets the user criteria. Once
accepted, a user card from Wheelchair
Services of Manitoba Inc, will be provided.

The Handi-Van operates from 9am to 9pm,
Monday to Friday. Pre-booking is required, 24
hours in advance.
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West St. Paul
Remembrance Day

Service-Tuesday
November 11,2025

lest St. Paul will once again
hold a Nov. 11 Remembrance
Day Service at the Access

Centre.

Volunteer organizer Bev Bragg and
West St. Paul Recreation Director Ashly
Reyes will facilitate the service, which
will feature speakers who will be
escorted in by bagpipes. Doors open
at 10am.

Please come out and join us as we pay
our respects to those who fought for
our freedoms.
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rrival of the EIm Zigzag Sawfly
inthe RM of West St. Paul

Managing a New Invasive Pest Threatening EIm Trees

Im trees in the RM of West St. Paul are facing a new threat with the arrival of the elm zigzag
Esavvﬂy (EZZS), an invasive species confirmed in the RM this summer. The first sighting was
reported in Rivercrest on Pendennis Drive and posted on iNaturalist, along with other
sightings in Winnipeg. Samples were sent to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) for

verification and the CFIA has confirmed the presence of EZZS.

The elm zigzag sawfly is an insect pest that targets elm trees, feeding on their leaves and causing
distinctive zigzag-shaped patterns of damage. While the pest is not currently regulated by the
CFIA, its presence is of concern due to the potential impact on local tree populations. EZZS

does not typically cause tree mortality, as most elms can recover from periodic defoliation. But
repeated feeding can weaken individual trees, making them more susceptible to other pests
and stressors. If complete defoliation occurs over several consecutive years, there is a possibility of
tree death, although this outcome has not yet been documented in the United States.

Since EZ7ZS is not under federal regulation, responsibility for managing and controlling the pest
falls to property owners and the municipality. This means residents and local authorities must
— remain vigilant and proactive to prevent the

== establishment and spread of the sawfly. Early
— detection and intervention are crucial to protect
== the area’s elm trees and preserve the local

= landscape.

: Management Strategies for EZZS

! Options for managing the elm zigzag sawfly are
= Currently limited, but several practical steps can
== help reduce itsimpact:

== Because EZZS pupae can overwinter in dead
— leaves, any potted plants grown under or

== Nearan infested elm should have dead leaves
removed before being relocated.

For smaller or younger elms, hand-picking caterpillars or using a strong stream of water to
dislodge them is a straightforward control method. This approach is not feasible for larger, mature
trees due to their size and accessibility.

No pesticides are currently registered in Canada specifically for EZZS. However, some broad-
spectrum pesticides may be helpful in limiting the spread of the insect. Residents considering
chemical control should consult with local experts or authorities for advice and ensure
compliance with all regulations.

More information can be found here:

https./inspection.canada.ca/en/plant-health/invasive-species/insects/elm-zigzag-sawfly/fact-
sheet

https//www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/landscape/publications-resources/
insect-mite-guide/aproceros-leucopoda

o iEmm

| i

WEST ST. PAUL CONNECTIONS | ocTOBER 2025 | @ © &

. A\ Y. 1S9



https://weststpaul.municipalwebsites.ca/Editor/images/TEMPLATE_Handi-Van%20Form_20250814.pdf
https://www.weststpaul.com/

IMPORTANT

INFORMATION

and

FREQUENTLY

CALLEDNUMBERSIn
West St. Paul

COUNCIL CONTACTS

Chief Administrative Officer - Jeff Simpson
Director of Support Services — Lainie Shaw
Director of Finance - Crystal Shuhyta
Acting Director of Infrastructure — Dave Romanow..................
Director of Planning & Economic Development — Pam Elias.........
Access Centre - Recreation Director- Ashly Reyes......coovversnn..

Rental Inquiries & Bookings

Public Works Department/Request for Services
Link on website

Animal Control (24-hour service)

IMPORTANT NUMBERS:

BFI Prairie Green Facility
Middlechurch Home
Emterra Environmental (Recycling & Garbage) ...
Red River North RCMP Administration

Incident Reporting & Urgent

Red River Planning DiStriCt ......ooveeeeeeeceeeenns 204-669-8880 or 1-

West St. Paul Nursery School
West St. Paul School
Dasmesh School

PHONE

204-338-0306
204-338-0306
204-338-0306
204-338-0306
204-338-0306
204-336-0294

Rentals@WestStPaul.com

204-334-0092
204-809-3231

204-694-7615
204-339-1947
204-772-0770
204-667-6519
204-668-8322
800-876-5831
204-334-9669
204-339-1964
204-202-6670

204-989-6581

The Kings School
Raquel Dancho - MP Kildonan-St. Paul

204-984-6322

JD Devgan - MLA McPhillips.....JD.Devgan@YourManitoba.ca
Tiffany Winchar - School Trustee Seven Oaks School Division........
Hydro - Link on Website

To report traffic signal outage
To report street light outage

431-323-6014
204-803-6772

204-941-3444
204-480-5900

Assessment Services District Office 1-

866-262-9786

West St. Paul Citizens On Patrol.............. 204-226-4274 or Info@wspcopp.com
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West St. Paul Council Meetings

Regular Meetings of Council are held in the
Council Chambers in West St. Paul at the hour
of 6:00pm as follows:

« on theTuesday preceding the second
Thursday of each month;

« the second Thursday of each month; and
« the fourth Thursday of each month.

All council meetings will be filmed and made
available following the meeting on the
Municipal YouTube channel - visit our website
for the link

Meetings subject to change, please check
website or contact the RM.

EMAIL

Mailing Address:

RM of West St. Paul
3550 Main Street
West St. Paul MB, R4A 5A3

Telephone No. 204-338-0306
Fax No. 204-334-9362
Website: www.weststpaul.com
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http://www.weststpaul.com/
mailto:peter.truijen@weststpaul.com
mailto:peter.campbell@weststpaul.com
mailto:giorgioward2@gmail.com
mailto:mike.pagtakhan@weststpaul.com
mailto:klybr1@gmail.com
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